Brothers,

I have recently returned from the Gamma Tau 50th Anniversary celebration and it is with great excitement that I write you.  I attended the golf tournament, softball game and banquet and was highly impressed with the alumni turnout and the high quality of active members.  I wish you all could have been there!

I also attended the alumni meeting and wanted to share with you what transpired.  During the meeting I addressed the fact that we still have no house on the property that we own free and clear.  I then shared a simple vision that I had earlier developed with Brothers Trey Nicholson and Beau Senogles.  The vision is this: surely, after 50 years, we have developed an alumni base that would include 50 or 60 guys who have been financially successful enough to write a check for $1,000 each and then use those contributions to build a very basic chapter house.  The structure will be an approximately 2000sft building complete with concrete floors and a drain in the middle.  It will have a large chapter room, two bathrooms and a kitchen. That’s it, nothing fancy.  While we have always dreamed of a large colonial mansion, the fact remains that, unfortunately, it might never happen.  This is a realistic solution that we can do right now.  

We have estimated the cost of such a structure to be roughly $60,000 and I have no doubt that we will be able to accomplish this goal together. In fact, before I left Huntsville for the drive home I had secured commitments for $27,000 and that number has now increased to $32,000.  
Some brothers have said they will collect money from their pledge brothers or go in with a few other guys and that is great, however be aware that is not the point of this.  This is not a pledge class fund raiser.  We also don’t want to chase down 500 people and collect on monthly payments plans, etc.  We need the guys who are able to write a check for a grand or more to do so now.  If they want to join their pledge brothers in addition to their own contribution, well, that’s even better.  That being said, all donations will be accepted and appreciated.
In an effort to force this to completion, I have been appointed Chairman of the 2010 Building Fund and Brother Trey Nicholson has been elected Vice President of the Housing Corporation.  Rest assured your donated funds will only go towards the completion of this project.
Make no mistake; this letter is a direct solicitation for your contribution.  Each of you can appreciate the need for the active chapter to have a gathering place and you should also be able to appreciate the need for the alumni to have a place to gather when in town as well. The current actives have done a fantastic job acquiring 35 high quality men without a chapter house. Just think what they could accomplish with one! 
Please make your check payable to “The 2010 Building Fund” and send to me at 1608 Orlando Street, Friendswood, Texas 77546. You may also contact me at 281-728-4528 if you would like to contribute materials or services toward this project. 
Please send all donations by May 15 so that the house can be completed by the fall semester and look for future correspondence with website information.
I look forward to your contributions.
Fraternally,

Joel Mueller ‘90
